BIOLOGY OF HUMAN SEXUALITY

BSC 1026 CRN 34225 and 33169
 ONLINE Summer A term 2014
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Leesa L. Sward

OFFICE HOURS: Online: 8:30am.-10:30am  M-F
OFFICE: Room 249

PHONE: 407-582-6925   EMAIL: lsward@valenciacollege.edu    FAX: 407-582-6170
Email is the best way to contact me.  You can expect a response within 24-48 hours during regular college business hours. (Please use our Blackboard ‘In Class mail’ to contact me once class has begun).  I rarely check email on the weekends.
CLASS MEETS:  Online (May 5th-June 16th)
 This is a Blackboard online class, the website can be accessed by logging on to http://learn.valenciacollege.edu    You will use your Atlas account ID and password to access the course syllabus, assignments, assessments, discussion boards, powerpoint slides, resources, etc. 

There will NOT be any required meetings on campus and we will NOT have set chat or discussion times each week.  You will have access to the course 24/7 and may participate at the times most convenient for you.  This is NOT a self paced course. There are specific due dates for each assignment, assessment, discussion board etc. 

REQUIRED TEXT:  Human Sexuality: Diversity in Contemporary America 8th edition: Yarber, et. al.  
You can purchase the textbook from the Winter Park Campus bookstore.  There are used books available and the publisher also produces an e-book version.  

PREREQUISITES:  None

WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE: The deadline for withdrawing from this class with a grade of W is Friday, May 30,
2014. Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W.”  A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.  A faculty member MAY withdraw a student up to the beginning of the final exam period for violation of the class attendance policy.  A student who is withdrawn by faculty for violation of the class attendance policy will receive a grade of “W.”  Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07 please go to: http://valenciacc.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=75.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 A three credit general, non-laboratory course designed to introduce the student to the various biological aspects of human sexuality, including genetics and sex determination, sexual anatomy, physiology and development, process of fertilization, pregnancy, birth control, sexually transmitted diseases, menstruation, menopause, and aging.  Other appropriate areas may be discussed when time permits.

Learning outcomes for Biology of Human Sexuality:

The following learning outcomes describe what students should be able to do with their new knowledge at the end of this course.

Learning Outcomes


                   Assessments/Activities      Valencia Core Competencies
	Students will be able to explain the various biological aspects of human sexuality, including genetics and sex determination, sexual anatomy, physiology and response, process of fertilization and development, pregnancy, contraception, sexually transmitted infections, menstruation, menopause, and aging
	Exams
quizzes

Writing assignments

	Think, Value, Communicate, Act

	Students will demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively while recognizing and being respectful of cultural diversity
	Writing assignments
Discussion Boards
	Think, Value, Communicate, Act

	Students will exhibit the ability to think critically and problem solve
	Discussion Boards
Writing assignments
	Think, Value, Communicate, Act


COMPETENCIES:

Valencia faculty defined four interrelated competencies (Think, Value, Communicate, Act) that prepare students to succeed in the world community.  

Think: Think clearly, critically and creatively, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate concepts

Value: Make reasoned judgments and responsible commitments

Communicate: Communicate with different audiences using varied means

Act: Act purposefully, effectively, and responsibly

This course will further develop your mastery of these core competencies through online powerpoint lectures, discussion boards, and assignments.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY:

This class follows an online-only format.  While the course has no regular meeting place on campus, you are expected to log on to the course website at least twice each week and keep current on the course schedule and discussion boards.  This is not a self paced format. You must log into class within the first five days of the term and complete the first week’s assignments to avoid being dropped for non-attendance.  Your online attendance will be checked each week.  In the event of an extended absence, you should contact me via email as soon as possible to indicate the reason. If you do not access the course website or contact me for a period of two consecutive weeks, you may be withdrawn from the course.  
GRADING SCALE:

The final grade will be determined as a percentage of total possible points earned.  Letter grades will be assigned according to the following scale.

A= 90-100% B=80-89% C=70-79% D=60-69%
F=Below 60%





Grade Composition: (approximate point values—subject to change)

1.  Discussion board, process papers, and other writings (approximately 220 pts.)


2.  Quizzes (7 @ 20 points each = 140 pts.) 
3.  Final Exam Comprehensive (55 pts.) 
GRADING POLICIES:

If a student takes the final exam, the grade earned for the course will be recorded with the registrar.  If a student decides to withdraw prior to the final exam, it is the student’s responsibility to complete official procedures through the registrar’s office.

You will earn your grade through a combination of writing assignments, discussion boards, exams and quizzes. A complete breakdown of your grade can be found at the end of the syllabus on the “student grade sheet.”

1. All assignments must be completed by their due date. No missed work accepted.
2. NO LATE quizzes will be accepted.  Quizzes CANNOT be made up.

3. NO LATE FINAL Exam will be accepted.  FINAL Exam CANNOT be made up.

4. All information from textbook readings, discussion broad topics, and supplemental videos may appear on the quizzes and tests. You are responsible for the material covered.

5. It is the student’s responsibility to be informed of all assignment due dates including tests and quizzes.
EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT
Valencia Community College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling at Valencia Community College, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.  Violation of any classroom or Valencia’s rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from Valencia.  Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriated and authorized actions.  You will find the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook.

ACADEMIC HONESTY

1. Each student is expected to be in compliance with the college catalog and student handbook

2. Any student who cheats on any assignment will receive a zero and may be subject to withdrawal from the class

3. Students are expected to do their own work

QUIZZES:  

Remember, no late quizzes accepted and no makeup quizzes.  You must have a good internet connection when taking a quiz….if your signal fails you will lose access to the quiz and only the answers you saved will be graded. Also, do not spend a lot of time looking up answers the system could time you out for lack of activity.  Save each question as you complete it.  You can always go back and change your answer if time permits.  The quizzes are timed and must be completed before the deadline.  Do not start a quiz with only a few minutes left before the deadline…the system may close you out when the timed deadline occurs.  

After you take your quiz:

You will not be able to see your quizzes again. You will only have access to your quiz score.  Take notes as you take each quiz.  If you have questions concerning any quiz questions, or need clarification on any missed quiz items email me with a specific request. 

Blackboard help desk recommendations for taking online quizzes and exams: 

The stability of the internet can sometimes be sporadic; therefore there is always a possibility of encountering some type of error while taking an online exam. If this happens to you please contact your instructor immediately via email and inform them of your situation (be sure to include the time, course ID, and assessment title in your email). However, below are some precautions that you can take when taking your online exam:
· Make sure there is only one Blackboard session open at a time. In other words, do not have one window open while you are taking an exam and another open for course navigation. The multiple logins may cause an error.
· If possible please have only the browser window where you are taking the exam open. Closing all others unrelated browser windows will give you the best chance of completing your assessment without errors.
·  While you are taking your exam you should also close any other programs or applications that are not essential for completely your exam (e.g. RealPlayer, MusicMatch, Adobe Photoshop, QuickTime, Microsoft Outlook, MSN Messenger etc.)
· If you have a firewall and or anti-virus software installed on your system, you may want to disable it functions while you are taking the assessment only.
· Please do not press the “Backspace” (or the “Enter”< /strong>) button on your keyboard or click the "Back" button on your browser during your assessment. 
If you experience any issues, please contact Blackboard help for assistance by phone at: (407) 582-5600.
BLACKBOARD DISCUSSION BOARD: This area on Blackboard will be used for class discussion questions.  You will read and post an answer to a question or scenario and then reply to other students’ answers.
Answer Post 1a:
Your “answer post” should be at least 300 to 350 words and should reflect  1. Your thinking process, (why you believe the way you do); 2. Facts supporting your belief/thoughts; 3. In-text citations of sources supporting your facts; You will earn 6 pts. for having the appropriate word count; 10 pts. for reflective “own” thinking and supporting facts; and 4 pts. for in-text citations of sources supporting your thinking (you need at least 3 in-text citations).
Your 1b Reply Post :
After reading all student "answer" posts 1a:

Please thoughtfully respond to the post of two other classmates.  You may comment on their thoughts and supporting facts.  Each of your reply posts should be at least 100 words and relevant to the posting, thoughtful and offer useful comments or questions on the author's thoughts or supporting facts/sources.  Each post is worth 4 points (2pts for post and 2pts for word count) and reading all student "answer" posts is 2 pts.

FINAL EXAM:

  You must complete the final exam at the assigned time or you will receive a zero for the exam and that grade will be averaged into your cumulative average for the course.  Students are expected to do their own work.
The final exam is a comprehensive test that covers all the material assigned in the class i.e. readings, quizzes, discussion topics, powerpoint slides, written assignments etc.  
SPECIAL NEEDS:

1. Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  The office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities (Winter Park Campus, room 203; (407-582-6887).

2. Please follow the college policy relating to children on campus and make arrangements for childcare outside of classrooms or labs.

3. Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.
Blackboard 9.1 
You will be using Blackboard 9.1 to access your on-line quizzes, discussion assignments, course calendar, scores for course work, and all email communications for this course. If you do not presently have a computer, the Library has computers available for you to use.  If you are unfamiliar with Blackboard 9.1 and would like to check out Valencia’s online support page, go to http://www.valenciacollege.edu/oit/ltad/studentresources/ 
   If you follow this link, it will take you to the Blackboard tutorial page with important information, such as: 1) a listing of skills needed to succeed in online coursework at Valencia, 2) a list of software applications commonly used by students to complete their online coursework, 3) links to view free tutorials available online that will show you how to navigate and use these applications, 4) information on the hardware/internet requirements for online learning at Valencia.  Please check out this site.

If you have difficulty accessing Blackboard on your computer, or difficulty opening different pages on the class website, you can do several things:

1. Contact Blackboard Student Help at 407-582-5600. 
2. Contact Valencia Student Help at 407-299-5000 extension 5444

3. Use computers in the Library

If you experience problems with Blackboard, try these above options immediately.  If these options fail to take care of the problem, contact me as soon as possible.  You are responsible for insuring that you receive all and any information relating to this course!

Netiquette (Discussion Boards and email): The term “netiquette” refers to the awareness of the need for a certain code of behavior (etiquette) in electronic environments (the net)…Net + Etiquette = netiquette.

In order to maintain a positive online environment for our class, we all need to follow the netiquette guidelines summarized below.

All students are expected to:

· Show respect for the instructor and for other students in the class

· Respect the privacy of other students

· Express differences of opinion in a polite and rational way

· Maintain an environment of constructive criticism when commenting on the work of other students

· Avoid bringing up irrelevant topics when involved in group discussions or other collaborative activities

The following list summarizes the kind of behavior that is not acceptable.  Each item listed below is grounds for removal from the class.

Students should not:

· Show disrespect for the instructor or for other students in the class

· Send messages or comments that are threatening, harassing, or offensive

· Use inappropriate or offensive language

· Convey a hostile or confrontational tone when communicating or working collaboratively with other students

· USE ALL UPPERCASE IN THEIR MESSAGES—THIS IS THE EQUIVALENT OF SHOUTING!!

If I feel that a student is violating any of the above guidelines, I will contact that student to discuss the situation in person.  If you feel that a student is behaving inappropriately, please send me a private email message explaining the situation as soon as possible.

If you are engaging in electronic environments as a member of this class then you are subject to the same expectations and rules of conduct any teacher or administrator might expect of you in a face-to-face environment.  Additionally, whether or not you are entering an electronic environment as a member of the class, if you are doing so via a Blackboard or Atlas account, you are legally responsible to abide by Valencia’s policies and expectations. 
Student Grade sheet

                         Coursework



            Due Date           Possible points 
    Earned points

	Discussion Board-Introduction  A
	5/5
	15
	

	Discussion Board-Introduction  B
	5/7
	5
	

	Discussion Board-1a
	5/9
	20
	

	Discussion Board-1b
	5/11
	10
	

	Male Process paper
	5/12
	20
	

	Quiz #1
	5/13
	25
	

	Female Process paper
	5/16
	20
	

	Quiz #2
	5/18
	25
	

	Discussion Board 2a
	5/21
	20
	

	Discussion Board 2b
	5/23
	10
	

	Quiz #3
	5/27
	20
	

	Quiz #4
	5/28
	20
	

	Discussion Board 3a
	5/29
	20
	

	Discussion Board 3b
	5/31
	10
	

	Quiz #5
	6/1
	20
	

	Discussion Board 4a
	6/3
	20
	

	Discussion Board 4b
	6/5
	10
	

	Quiz #6
	6/8
	20
	

	Discussion Board 5a
	6/10
	20
	

	Discussion Board 5b
	6/12
	10
	

	Quiz #7
	6/13
	20
	

	Final Exam
	6/15
	55
	

	Total possible points
	
	         415
	


Tentative Class Schedule

Week Of
                TOPICS                        
                                 ASSIGNMENTS DUE                         READINGS 
	May 6

	Sexual perspectives   
 Male Reproductive-Anatomy and Physiology 


	Discussion board topic student introduction (a) by May 5
Discussion board topic student introduction reply (b) by May 7
Complete discussion board topic #1a  by May 9; 

Complete discussion board  #1b reply by May 11;  

	Ch 1
Ch 4

	May 13

	Female Reproductive-Anatomy and Physiology  


	Male Process paper assignment due May 12
Quiz #1 (ch. 1 and 4) Due  May 13
Female Process paper assignment due May 16
Quiz #2 (ch. 3,6 and 7) Due May 18

	Ch 3
Ch 6 p. 164-166
Ch 7 p. 208-215

	May 20
	 Gender and Biological Sex
 Studying Human Sexuality       

 
	Complete Discussion Board  topic 2a by May 21
Complete Discussion Board  reply 2b  by May 23
Quiz #3 (ch. 5 and 2 ) Due May 27

	Ch 5 p. 127-131
        p. 142-155
Ch. 2


	May 27
	 The Sexual Body: Health, Illness, and Difficulties

 Conception

Pregnancy and Childbirth


	Quiz #4 (ch. 13 and 14)  Due May 28
Complete Discussion Board topic 3a due May 29
Complete Discussion Board Reply 3b by May 31
Quiz #5 (ch. 12) Due June 1

	Ch 13

Ch 14 p 451-458; 467-476
Ch 12



	June 3
	 Contraception


	Complete Discussion Board topic 4a by June 3
Complete Discussion Board Reply 4b  by June 5
Quiz #6 (ch.11)  Due June 8

	Ch 11

	June 10
	 Sexually Transmitted 
Infections
HIV and AIDS


	 Complete Discussion Board  topic 5a  by June 10
Complete Discussion Board Reply 5b by June 12
Quiz #7 (ch.15+ 16)  Due June 13

	Ch 15

Ch 16

	June 16
	Final Exam 

	Complete comprehensive final exam by June 15 

	


DISCLAIMER: The course schedule is subject to change.

